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How British Council and UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) Office Supports Chinese Students

e IELTS Testing Policy Updates

For the purpose of combating the Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia, British Council has canceled the tests in March, and
registration fee was refunded. Although it is not confirmed when the test centers will re-open, the British Council has
promised that more test dates and seats will be made available to students in China once they can accept testers. In addi-
tion, in later 2020, the British Council will launch online testing centers in 14 cities across the country and ensure that at
least one UKVI IELTS test will be provided to students every day.

Besides opening more test dates and seats, the British Council has also provided free online courses to help students bet-
ter prepare for the test at home. These courses and resources can be found on the official website: https://
www.chinaielts.org/. Students are also encouraged to follow their official WeChat for future updates.

e Study/Tourist Visa Updates

Although the UK visa centers in China are closed, the UKVI office has clarified that the British government will not re-
strict Chinese citizens from entering the UK and welcome visitors from China once the visa centers are re-open. Chinese
citizens who are currently in the UK will be supported by the government if needed. So far, no universities in the UK has
set any restrictions on admitting Chinese students. There is no need to worry about your university applications for next
year.

International ACAC webinar - The Impact of The Novel Coronavirus Outbreak on Students

The Novel Coronavirus has already impact students who are going to study overseas for sure. Universities are aware of the
inconvenience that Coronavirus has cause, therefore International ACAC hosted a webinar and invited school counsellors
and universities to discuss the nowadays’ situation. There are several questions have been raised and the answers are very
positive!

e How university react to this situation?
Most of universities are aware of how big the coronavirus had an impact on students’ life, such as, not being able to take
English language tests, not being able to go to schools etc. Universities are doing the best they can to ease students and par-

ents’ panic by making new polices, such as, extend the application deadlines etc. Different universities have different ap-
proaches and make sure students check emails or universities’ official websites more in order to get up-today information.
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e  What if students couldn’t submit documents on time?

Universities understand that students may not be able to submit English scores, transcripts, and other required documents
before universities’ original deadlines. Therefore, most of universities had already extend their application or document
submission deadlines. For example, UBC has extend material submission deadline from 15™ to 31" March, university of
Sydney has extended the enrollment date from 24™ February to mid-March, The University of Iowa has extended the appli-
cation deadline to 1* May.

e How universities review the quality of online class? Will online learning de-value a student’s transcript/GPA?

Universities think online class is only a short of period for schools, and they believe teachers and students are doing the
best to keep the high quality of learning. Online learning will not be underestimated by universities when they are looking
at student’s academic grades.

e  Will universities be flexible on English proficiency requirement?

Yes. Right now, due to TOEL/IELTS had cancelled February and March’s exams, therefore universities are seeking for
other English test as a replacement. More and more universities now accept Duolingo English test, and this test is an online
test which means students are able to take a test at home under Duolingo’s supervision during the online test.

e SAT/ACT has cancelled March’s exams, some students may be not able to submit the score in time. How uni-
versities review this situation?

There are more and more U.S. universities are test optional or test flexible universities, which means international students
don’t need to submit SAT/ACT when they are applying to these universities. However for some universities which do re-
quire SAC/ACT, they are aware of the difficulty and they want to emphasize that the U.S application is a “holistic review”
which means universities will not only look at one aspect of your application. If students are not able to submit SAT/ACT
score due to the Coronavirus situation, they will look at students’ application materials as a whole rather than only look at
SAT/ACT score.

G10/11 Counselling Class

The very first Grade 10 counselling class of semester two aimed at building up students’ university research skills by intro-
ducing various search engines, platforms and websites from different countries. Counsellors used Teams to have an online
live class with students in order to let students engage more in the class. By demonstrating how to research the U.S., the
U.K., Canadian, Australia, HK, Singapore and Japanese universities through UCAS, U.S News and universities’ official
websites, students gained the idea of how to conduct a good university research. Additionally, along with the class, some
terms have been introduced to students, such as, freshmen, prospective students etc. In order to ensure students’ participa-
tion, counsellors also called students to answer the questions; in order to check how much students learnt, homework also
has been assigned through ManageBac. During this particular time, counsellor long to deliver the most interactive, informa-
tive and fun class to our students.

As planned, we will introduce different application essay topics to grade 11 students in the first lesson and teach them how to
write essays required by their university(ies). To write a good essay, students must understand the topic clearly, brainstorm
on essay ideas and start to write as early as possible. Our plan is that by the end of this semester, every student will finish
their personal statement, so that they will have more time to commit to other parts of the university applications and academ-
ic studies next semester.
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